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Col. Chriſtopher Codringtoonnn 
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ww - Preſented to the Houſe of Commons the 19th. 
of February, 170r. With ſome Remarks. 
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Ws, 
To the Nose . 


Knights, Citizens and ee in 
Parliament Aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of William Raus Ela: 
In ere of hinſelf au n 


a” Or Gn 4 | 1 
Hat your Petitioners*were Owners and 
 Poſſeſſors of ſeveral Plantations and 
- Tracts of L in the Charibbee I. 
— lands in America, and were in quiet 
* Peel. poſſe No on thereof when Col. Criſto- 
Pher Codrington, the preſent Chief Governour and 
Captain General of the ſaid. Iſlands arrived there. 
That thereupon by 0 of his Miſgovernments 
and Illegal Proccedings ( which your Petitioners 
bumbly crave leave to lay before this Honourable 
Houſe, and which are to this theim Petition annex 
ed) our Petitioners are not only 4 zſpoſſeſt of a great 
I Part of their ſaid Eſtates on 5 Wands, but alſo 
- AÞ& thoſe ot her Eſtates they till hold are thereby made 
|| precarious, and in danger to be "008 from 
| them. 
„ Ibot moſt of of the ſaid Migovernment and Pro- 
Res ceedings, have for ſome time by reference 2 
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y lain before the Lords. Cammittees of Trade 
tations without and N 


8 hep + Petitioners with all hu- 


mility ma 


e this their application to- 


this Honourable Houle, 


And moſt humbly. pray, That your 
Honours will be pleaſed to take 
the ſame into your great Con- 
ſideration, and give your Peti- 
tioners ſuch relief in the Ptemi-- 


ſes as to your great Wiſdoms 
ſhall ſeem meet, 


And your Petitioners: ſhall: 
ever pray, G M. 


William Freeman: 


5 

ll 2 
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O the foregoing Petition there is an Ac- 
cuſation of Fifteen Articles annexed, Ten 
whereof are the Complaint of William Mead Eſq; 
and to which he himſelf is the only material 


Witneſs, vix. the 1 it. 2d. Fin $5 5th. 6th. yth. 
rtic | 


rith. 12th. and. 13th. es, and two of 
them, vis. the 8th. to which alſo Mr. Mead is 
the only Witneſs and the gth.for which no proof 
is offered, are the Compltint of Mr. Freeman, 
for the toth. no proof is offered, and for the 
14th. and 15th. nothing Material, ſo that Mr. 
Mead, who 1s evidently the chief, if not the 


only other Petitioner with Mr. Freeman. is al- 
ſo the only material Witneſs to ſupport the 


Accuſation. 


Some Account of the Complaint of 
Mr. Freeman and Mr. Mead to his 
late Majeſty in Council, and the 
Proceedings thereon, | 


. | Here were four Petitions prefer d againſt 


Col. Codrington, to his late Majeſty, by 
Mr. Freeman, Mr. Mead and Mr. Shipman in behalf 


of himſelf, his Wife, and as Guardian of one 5 
Thomas Haray, a Minor, and Colonel Nerton, 
which by order in Council dated the 18th. of: 
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December 170 1. were refer'd tothe Lords Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations. 


2. The Petition of Colonel Norton, which 


"mentions ſeveral hardſhips, was declin'd by 


thoſe who prefer'd it, and the Correſpondent 
of the ſaid Norton, did declare to their Lord- 
ſhips, that he neither was nor would be con- 


_ cerned therein. 


3. The Petitions of Mr. Mead and Shipman 
were to the ſame effect, relating to a Plantati- 
on in the Iſland of Nevis, of which Mr. Mead 
had been Tenant, in poſſeſſion, and the ſaid 
Shipman, his V Vife and -Harvy, concerned in 
the Reverſion; which ſaid Plantation had been 
recoverd at Law by one Thomas Herbet, and 
from which Judgment Mr. Mead had appeal'd. 
The Prayer of his Petition was to be reſtor'd 
to the poſſeſſion of the ſaid Plantation before 
the hearing of his Appeal, on pretence that 
Colonel Codrington deſignedly delayed him 
therein. - * + + 

4. Mr. Freeman's Petition related to a Plan- 
tation in the Ifland of St. Chriſtopher's. of which 
he complained to have been diſpoſſeſſed by two 
pretended Jultices of the Peace, on pretence 
of a Conviction of a forcible. Detainer, and 
that Colonel Codringtin inſtead of giving his A- 
gents redrets on their Application to him, had 

| taken 


c 5 85 2 
takin poſſeſſi ion of the Plantation bimſelß ank 


the Prayer of his Petition is to be reſtored there; 
to. The gth. Article of the Accuſation annex- 
ed to the foregoing Petition, relates to thiscom- 
plaint, but therein the Petitioners have thought 
fit to ſay nothing of Colonel Codrington's ta- 
king poſſeſſeſſion of that Plantation, nor is there 
any proof offered even for what is there ſaid. 
5. The ſaid Complaints were heard by the 
Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantati- 
ons with all Expedition, and no delay given 
therein, but what was in favour of Mr. Mead, 
the hearing having been twice put off, once on 
account of his own, and a ſecond time on ac- 


count of his Council's illneſs. The firſt hear- 


ing on Mr. Freemans Complaint was the zoth. 
of December, and the ſecond hearing the 6th. 
of Fanuary and the hearing on Mr.Mead's Com- 
plaint was the 13th of that Month; and what- 
ever they thought fit to offer as cvidends, VIS... 


Depoſitions taken ex parte, Letters and Certi- 
ficates were by their Lordſhips allow'd to be 


read, and on the «th. of February, 1701. their 
Lordſhips made a very full report on Mr.Free- 
man's Petition, and on the 13th. of that Month 
on the Petitions of Mr. Mead and Shipman 5 

purſuant to which his late Majeſty's orders 


were given in Council; and by theſe it will 
appear 
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Es) 
appear that as yet nothin 8 further eould by 
Law or was reaſonable to be done. 

6. For as to Mr. Mead, was it fit according 
to the prayer of his Petition, to reſtore him to 
the poſſeſſion of a Plantation recoved by Judg- 
ment at Law, before the hearing of his Ap- 
peal to his Majeſty in Council? When not- 
withſtanding his allegations of delay, it did 
appear in Fact that the Appeal to Col. Codring- 
ton and the Council of Antegs from the Judg- 
ment at Neis had been heard the (th of Sep- 
tember \ 501, the firſt Judgment affirmed, and 
an Appeal home crav'd and allow'd, and 
which Mr. Mead does now acknowledge he has 
receivd; and as to the ſpeedy hearing of his 
Apeal, there cannot be a more favourable dire- 
ction, than that which is given in the ſaid Order, 
F. And as to Mr. Freemans Complaint, ſup- 
Poſing it had been as it was not provd, yet 
3 certainly his Majeſty could not by Law 
=_ grant the Prayer of his Petition; for that had 
1 been to determine in a matter of Property on 
= the hearing only of one fide, and that too in 
3 a Cauſe which, according to the uſual me- 
| thods of the Council Board, was not judicial- 
3 Ty before them on a regular Appeal; but as 
to the injurics complaincd of by Mr. Frceman, 
Colonel Codrirgron is requir'd not to give any 
1 00 obſtru- 
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obſtruction to ſuch legal proceedings as ſhall 


be purſu'd for redreſs of the ſame ; and in 


- caſe of an Appeal from the Courts of the Lee- 


ward Iſlands, the Defendant as well as the Plain- 
tiff, (which is more than the ſtanding Inſtruction 
relating to Appeals enjoyns) are requit'd to 
give Security to anſwer all Damages, and to 


abide his Majeſties award; And can what re- 


lates to the properties of the ſaid perſons in 
the matters complained of be put in a fairer 
or more juſt method of Examination. 


— 


8. And as to the Objections particularly 


made againſt Colonel Codrington's Conduct, 


the Complaints are ordered to be tranſmitted 
to him, and he to give his ſpeedy anſwer 
thereto ; which has been the conftant method 


in caſes of this kind, and founded on the high- 


_ eſt Equity and Juſtice : That a fair opportu- 


: nity | of defence ſhould be firſt allow'd, before 
1 a cenſure paſs to the diladvantage of any 
n P erſon. 5 "MH f ; 
n 9. That upon the whole, tis evident that 


. lay'd, nor deny dany legal or reaſonable redreſs, 
either by the Commiſſioners for Trade and 


as IE TOTS 1 * ; * 
Plantations, or by his late Majeſty and Coun- 
75 — 7 | N . 0 3 : N N 3 . | ; 
eil; and have hitherto. on that account had 
7 No occaſion to complain in Parliament. 
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Mr. Freeman and Mr. Mead have not been de- 
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An: 2 efins , alu Mr. Mead's 


1 eftymony." 
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E by delay or-:denyal of redreſs in the uſu- 

al courſe of Jaſtice, the Petitioners were 
diiven to ſcek for it in Parliament, their alle- 
gations will have credit no 1 than ſuppor- 
ted by legal and unexceptionable Evidence, which 
in the preſent caſe is intirely wanting, there 
being no material witneſes to any part of the 


Articles Which affect Col. Codrington but Mr. 


Mead alone; and Party and. Witneſs in the | 
ſame Cauſe can never be thought conſiſtent : 


with any rules of Juſtice. 


2, There was no legal exception 2painſt his 


being examined as a Witneſs, becauſe the Pe- 


tition and Articles being in general terms, it 


could not before his Examination Appear whe - 


ther he was a Petitioneror not;and *twas Poſſible 
he might have given.evidence in proof of the 


Articles in inſtances wherein he himſelf was not 


concerned; But ſince on his Examination it 
appears chat he is one of the Petitioners, tho 


it did not prevent tis W to lay his Evi- 
dence aſide. 


4 


3. Had the Petition been prefer'd only in 


Mr. Freemans name, the great - concerne in 
point of Intereſt, which Mr. Mead has in fo ma- 


ny of the Articles, would even in that caſe have 


much leſſen d the value of his Teſtimony 3; but be 
ing actually a Petitioner, and praying relief, his 


Teſtimony by Law is intirely void an mull. 


4. And that he is a Petitioner can ſcarce be 


controverted, after comparing the petition and 
the Articles it refers to with the evidence he has 
given ; by which it manifeſtly appears that he 
is one of thoſe others, almoſt the only other, in 
whoſe behalf the. Petition is prefer'd; and in- 


deed if he be not, it muſt be acknowledged 


that the injuries complained of in the greateſt 


part of the Articles are done to no body ; 


nay for the principal complaint of the Petition, 
and the only which 18 expreſly and with out re- 
ference to the Articles mentioned therein, vix. 
the diſpoſſeſſing the Inhabitants of their Plan- 
tations, there is no evidence offered at but in 


the inſtances which 7 elate to Mr. Mead. 
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At the Court at K enfungton, the 8 th. 
of February 1701. Preſent the 


King's moſt. Excellent Majeſty in 


Council. 


Pon Reading this day at the Board a Re- 
port from. the Lords Commiſſioners for 
Trade and Plantations, in Obedience to an Order 
of this Board of the 18th of December laſt, up- 
on the Petition of: William Freeman, Eſq; com- 
planing of proceedings in the Iſland of St. Chri- 
ſtophers, relating to the Plantation called the 
Mannor of Goodwin, which complaint ſeeming 
to be chiefly directed againſt Colonel Codrington 
his Majeſties Governonr in Chief of the Lee-. 
ward. Iſlands, it is therenpon- ordered by 
his Majeſty in Council, That Copies of the 
Petition, Order and Report abovementioned - 
be forthwith tranſmitted to Colonel Codring- 
ton, who is. to return his anſwer thereunto to 
this Board with all convenient ſpeed, and he 
i hereby alſo required not to give any obſtruction 
d irecily or indirefily by himſelf or others to ſuch 
legal Proceedings, as the Petitioner ſhall have 
recourſe to, for the redreſs of the injury that he 


i C07. ; 


: E 1 
conceives to have been done him, by the aSlings of 
the two pretended Fuſtices of the Peace of the 
ſaid Iſland, mentioned in the ſaid Report, or o- 
otherwiſe in. relation to the Plantation in 
Oreftion. „ 

And it is further ordered by his Majeſty in Coun- 
cil, that in caſe the parties concerned, or any- 
of them ſhall think themſelves aggrieved by any 
Sentence paſt in this matter in the proper Courts 
of Fuſtice in ibe Leeward Iſlands, they are not 
to be hindred from appealing to his bis Majeſty 
in Council, care being taken that as well the De- 
fendants as Appellants do give ſufficient Security 
to abide by his Majeſties Determination to anſwer 
all Coſts and Dama es that may have accrewed, 
and (ball. be awarded againſt them, 
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At the Court at t Kenf ington, * [ 9th 
of Feburary 1701. Preſent the 
; molt E xcellent Majeſty in 


Council. 


J For reading this day at the Board a Re- 

port from the Commiſſioners for Trade aud 

P [antations, in obedience to an Order of the (6th 

of December laſt upon the Petitions of William 

Mead, Eſq; and of William Shipman Genthnan 

and Mary his Wife, and Tho. Harvy 2 Minor. 
by the ſaid William Shipman his Guardian 


complaining of proceedings in Nhe Court at Nevis, 


relating to two Plantations calÞ4 Harvy's . 


tions, his Majeſly is pleasd to approve of the 
ſaid -: 'Rep ort, and accordingly to order that 


the . William Mead do lay before his 
Majeſty in Council the Appeal mentioned in the 


ſaid Report to be granied as ſoon as may be, in 


order to his Majeſties Determination in Council 


therein, which being done, bis Majeſty will 


be gractouſly pleaſed to Direct that a day be 
appointed for bearing and determing the ſame. 


CHF » 2 
And in relation to Col. Codrington's Conduct 
in This matter, _ is farther mo by. bis Ma- 
jeſty in Council, That Copys of the aid Peti- 
122 be immedintely tran ah to "ray" og 
he return a ſpeedy anſwer thereunto, #0 this Board, 
and alſo, that he take allgpoſſeble care that the 
Petitioner be not upon any count prejudiced By 
PFedings, = 
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